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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for use in a medical monitoring system of a health care 
facility where a patient's physiological characteristics are being monitored for 
conditions that may require attention by a clinician, the method comprising: 

receiving a notification message indicating that the patient may have a 
condition that requires attention with a portable electronic device designed to be 
carried by the clinician; and 

receiving live physiologic data of the patient with the portable electronic 
device based on the notification message. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the live physiologic data is received 
by the portable electronic device at a same time as the notification message. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the live physiologic data is sent to the 
portable electronic device in response to a user input received by the portable 
electronic device indicating that the user desires to view the live data which user input 
is received at about a same time as the notification message is displayed. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the live physiologic data comprises 
ECG waveform data. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the live physiologic data includes data 
that has been processed by a monitoring program. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the amount of live data received by 
the portable electronic device is limited. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the amount of live data received is 
limited by a number of parameters which can be viewed. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the amount of live data received is 
limited based on a size of the data to be transferred. 
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9. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a window of 
physiological data acquired from the patient at about a same time as a condition that 
may require attention by a clinician was identified. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising displaying the window of 
physiological data and the live data at a same time on the portable electronic device. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, further comprising switching data displayed 
from one of the window of physiological data and the live data to the other of the 
window of physiological data and the live data. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising pausing display of the live 
data on the portable electronic device based on a user input received by the portable 
electronic device. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising forwarding live physiologic 
data for the patient to a second portable electronic device based on a user input 
received by the portable electronic device. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein forwarding live physiologic data 
includes forwarding data received by the portable electronic device when the data was 
live. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein forwarding live physiologic data 
comprises receiving common physiologic data that is live with the portable electronic 
device and with the second portable electronic device. 

16. The method of claim 1, further comprising setting points on 
physiologic data that was received live by the portable electronic device. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the points may be used to jump to the 
physiologic data on which the points were set. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the points may be forwarded to a 
second portable electronic device. 
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19. The method of claim 1, wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume of less than 75 cubic inches. 

20. The method of claim 1 , wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume less than about 35 cubic inches. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume less than about 10 cubic inches. 
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22. A method for use in a medical monitoring system of a health care 
facility where a patient's physiological characteristics are being monitored for 
conditions that may require attention by a clinician, the method comprising: 

receiving a notification message indicating that the patient may have a 
condition that requires attention with a portable electronic device designed to be 
carried by the clinician; and 

receiving live physiologic data of the patient with the portable electronic 

device. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the live physiologic data comprises 
ECG waveform data. 

24. The method of claim 22, further comprising receiving a window of 
physiological data acquired from the patient at about a same time as a condition that 
may require attention by a clinician was identified. 

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising displaying the window of 
physiological data and the live data at a same time on the portable electronic device. 

26. The method of claim 24, further comprising switching data displayed 
from one of the window of physiological data and the live data to the other of the 
window of physiological data and the live data. 

27. The method of claim 22, further comprising forwarding live 
physiologic data for the patient to a second portable electronic device based on a user 
input received by the portable electronic device. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein forwarding live physiologic data 
includes forwarding data received by the portable electronic device when the data was 
live. 

29. The method of claim 27, wherein forwarding live physiologic data 
includes sending physiologic data that is live to the second portable electronic device. 
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30. The method of claim 22, wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume less than about 35 cubic inches. 
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31. A method for use in a medical monitoring system of a health care 
facility where a patient's physiological characteristics are being monitored for 
conditions that may require attention by a clinician, the method comprising: 

receiving live physiologic data of the patient with a portable electronic device; 

wherein the portable electronic device has a volume of less than about 60 
cubic inches. 

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume less than about 35 cubic inches. 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising receiving a window of 
physiological data acquired from the patient at about a same time as a condition that 
may require attention by a clinician was identified. 

34. The method of claim 33, further comprising displaying the window of 
physiological data and the live data at a same time on the portable electronic device. 

35. The method of claim 33, further comprising switching data displayed 
from one of the window of physiological data and the live data to the other of the 
window of physiological data and the live data. 

36. The method of claim 32, further comprising forwarding live 
physiologic data for the patient to a second portable electronic device based on a user 
input received by the portable electronic device. 
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37. A method for use in a medical monitoring system of a health care 
facility, the method comprising: 

receiving physiologic data from sensors connected to a patient; 

processing the physiologic data from the sensors to identify a condition of the 
patient that may require attention by a clinician; 

sending a notification message to a portable electronic device designed to be 
carried by a clinician to indicate that the patient has a condition that may require 
attention by a clinician; and 

sending live physiologic data from the sensor to the portable electronic device 
based on a notification message sent to the portable electronic device. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the request from the portable 
electronic device includes data based on a notification message sent to the portable 
electronic device. 

39. The method of claim 37, wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume of no more than about 35 cubic inches. 

40. The method of claim 37, wherein the live physiologic data is sent to 
the portable electronic device at a same time as the notification message. 

41. The method of claim 37, wherein the live physiologic data is sent to 
the portable electronic device in response to a user input received by the portable 
electronic device indicating that the user desires to view the live data which user input 
is received at about a same time as the notification message is displayed. 

42. The method of claim 37, wherein the live physiologic data comprises 
ECG waveform data. 
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43. The method of claim 37, further comprising sending live physiologic 
data for the patient to a second portable electronic device based on a user input 
received by the portable electronic device. 

44. The method of claim 43, wherein forwarding live physiologic data 
includes forwarding at least some data that is not live which was sent to the portable 
electronic device when that data was live. 

45. The method of claim 43, wherein forwarding live physiologic data 
includes sending common physiologic data that is live to the portable electronic 
device and the second portable electronic device. 

46. The method of claim 37, further comprising receiving a request from 
the portable electronic device to receive live physiologic data from a sensor connected 
to the patient, wherein sending live physiologic data from the sensor to the portable 
electronic device comprises sending live physiologic data in response to the request 
received from the portable electronic device. 

47. A notification system for use in a medical monitoring system of a 
health care facility, the system comprising: 

a portable electronic device configured to receive notification messages and 
designed to be carried by a clinician; and 

a processing circuit configured to receive data from monitoring devices that 
are monitoring patients, generate a control signal to send a notification message to the 
portable electronic device to indicate that the patient has a condition that may require 
attention by a clinician based on the data received from the monitoring devices, and 
generate a control signal to send live physiologic data, relating to the notification 
message, acquired from one or more monitoring devices to the portable electronic 
device. 

48. The method of claim 47, wherein the live physiologic data comprises 
ECG waveform data. 
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49. The method of claim 47, wherein the portable electronic device has a 
volume of no more than about 35 cubic inches. 

50. The method of claim 47, wherein the live physiologic data is sent to 
the portable electronic device at a same time as the notification message. 

5 1 . The method of claim 47, wherein the system is configured to send a 
window of physiological data, acquired from the patient at about a same time as the 
condition of the patient that may require attention by a clinician was identified, to the 
portable electronic device. 

52. The method of claim 50, wherein the portable electronic device is 
configured to display the window of physiological data and the live data at a same 
time. 

53. The method of claim 50, wherein the portable electronic device is 
configured to allow a user to switch data being displayed from one of the window of 
physiological data and the live data to the other of the window of physiological data 
and the live data. 

54. The method of claim 47, further comprising forwarding live 
physiologic data for the patient to a second portable electronic device based on a user 
input received by the portable electronic device. 

55. A method for use in a medical monitoring system of a health care 
facility where a patient's physiological characteristics are being monitored for 
conditions that may require attention by a clinician, the method comprising: 

receiving data from a monitoring device that is monitoring at least one 
physiologic characteristic of a patient; 

determining whether the patient has a condition that may require attention 
based on the data received from the monitoring device; 
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sending a notification message indicating that the patient may have a condition 
that requires attention to a caregiver receiver designed to be carried by the clinician; 
and 

sending live ECG waveform data of the patient to the caregiver receiver, 
which live data relates to the notification message sent to the caregiver receiver. 

56. The method of claim 55, wherein the live ECG waveform data is sent 
with the notification message. 

57. The method of claim 55, wherein the live ECG waveform data is sent 
in response to a user request input on the caregiver receiver. 

58. The method of claim 55, further comprising sending a window of ECG 
waveform data, acquired from the patient at about a same time as the data that 
resulted in the notification message being sent, to the caregiver receiver. 

59. The method of claim 58, further comprising displaying the window of 
ECG waveform data and the live ECG waveform data at a same time on the portable 
electronic device. 

60. The method of claim 58, further comprising switching data displayed 
from one of the window of ECG waveform data and the live ECG waveform data to 
the other of the window of ECG waveform data and the live ECG waveform data. 
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